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Free Paper telling the truth about him says that he is a dull speaker, full of common-places, elderly, smelling strongly of the Chapel, and giving the impression that he is tired out; flogging up sham enthusiasm with stale phrases which the reporters have already learnt to put into shorthand with one conventional outline years ago.1
Well, the false, the ludicrously false picture designed to put this politician in the limelight (as against favours to be rendered), no doubt remains the general impression with most of those 500,000 people. The simple and rather tawdry truth may be but doubtfully accepted by a few hundreds only.
But sooner or later a certain small proportion of the 500,000 actually hear the politician in question. They hear him speak. They receive a primary and true impression.
If they had not read anything suggesting the truth, it is quite upon the cards that the false suggestion would still have weight with
1 A friend of mine in the Press Gallery used to represent il I have yet to learn that the Government" by a little twirl, and " What did the right honourable gentleman do, Mr. Speaker ? He had the audacity" by two spiral dots.